[Painful soft-tissue swelling of the upper arm].
Cat-scratch disease is an infection by Bartonella henselea and resolves spontaneously. We present a case of untypical Bartonella infection which was misinterpreted by MRI as a soft-tissue sarcoma of the upper arm. The histological findings of an incision biopsy were unspecific, without signs of malignancy. The tumor was excised completely and the final histology, however, showed no evidence of malignant changes. The Bartonella henselae infection could be confirmed by polymerase chain reaction. The untypical presentation of cat-scratch disease should be considered in the differential diagnosis of clinically suspected soft tissue sarcoma.